
last few months and linked to
intense pollution and health
hazards in the city.

In spite of recommenda-
tions that an integrated waste
management approach be
employed at Deonar, there
was no clarity over what
technologies could be best
employed to manage waste at
the location. 

Rs. 3,700-crore contract 
A Rs. 3,700-crore contract

for building an integrated
waste management facility
that included a large com-
posting plant was planned,

but the project never took off.
“We will rely on the DST to

advise on the best technolo-
gies that can be used for a va-
riety of environmental prob-
lems,” said Environment
Minister, Prakash Javadekar
earlier this week, while an-

NEW DELHI: The Department of
Science and Technology
(DST) will soon undertake an
assessment of the technolo-
gies that can be best used to
address the problem of waste
management in India. 

“We will analyse the tech-
nologies available locally as
well as internationally and
then give recommendations,”
said Ashutosh Sharma, Sec-
retary, Department of Sci-
ence and Technology. 

“These can be applied to a
variety of societal concerns,”
he said.

The problems of impro-
perly managing solid waste
were recently brought into
sharp focus with the Deonar
landfill, a massive garbage
dump in Mumbai, registering
a series of fires on-and-off in
2015 but aggravating in the

nouncing new rules to make
the management of solid
waste more widespread
across the country.

The most common tech-
nologies to treat waste are
converting waste to biogas
(or biomethanation) or con-

Though garbage manage-
ment would continue to be
the responsibility of munici-
pal bodies, they would be al-
lowed to charge user fees and
levy spot fines for littering
and non-segregation.

“We should be able to have
a report in the next 6-8
months on the best methods,”
said Mr. Sharma.

India has a serious problem
with managing its municipal
solid waste. Government re-
ports say nearly 62 million
tons of waste is produced an-
nually, of which only 70 per
cent gets collected and only
28 per cent processed and
treated. The rest piles up at
dump yards.

If cities were to continue to
dump waste at the present
rate, nearly 1,240 hectares of
land per year will be needed
over the next decade to create
landfills, the reports say.

verting it to other fuels and
harnessing the heat energy
for productive purposes. 

However, problems arise
because the bulk of the waste
in India is organic and of low
calorific value, making sever-
al waste-to-heat technologies
uneconomical, according to
the Centre for Science and
Environment, an environ-
mental organisation.

Series of rules
Over the last month, the

Environment Ministry an-
nounced a series of rules in-
tended to compel a wide va-
riety of groups — hotels,
residential colonies, large
bulk producers of consumer
goods, ports, railway stations,
airports as well as pilgrimage
spots — to ensure that the
solid waste generated in their
facilities are treated and
recycled.
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Ministry to rate tech best suited to manage waste
We will analyse
the technology
available locally
and internationally,
says Secretary


